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Against War

Chicago-area Lesbhian, Gay,
Bisexual, and Transgendered People and allies
against war on Iraq

A full-scale war on Iraq is against the interests of most people in the world, including most
LGBT people in the United States:

v" More than 100,000 people were killed in the last U.S.-led war on Iraq. In fact, it was not a "war" at all, but a systematic
slaughter of defenseless civilians and mostly conscript soldiers by a vastly superior military machine. A new ground war
taken into the heart of Irag’s cities would likely kill many more, including U.S. personnel. While cynically urging Americans to “support our troops” during the
last Gulf War, the government showed its own “support” by refusing to adequately compensate the thousands of vets suffering from Gulf War Syndrome, or
even acknowledge that the Syndrome exists.

v" The Bush Administration claims war is necessary to stop Saddam Hussein from using weapons of mass destruction, yet
with the U.S. military budget almost equal to that of the rest of the world’s combined, it is absurd to suggest that Iraq
poses a serious threat to the United States. Hussein would not use such weapons against the U.S., if for no other reason than that it would
provide Bush with the perfect excuse to destroy his regime. Bush'’s talk about weapons of mass destruction is a red herring. The Reagan and Bush, Sr.
administrations were happy to provide funding, military support and political cover to Hussein when he used such weapons while he was a U.S. ally, such as
during the 1988 gassing of the Kurds and the gassing of Iranian troops during the Iran-Iraq War of the 1980s.

v" A new U.S. war will indirectly kill people in our community here at home by diverting necessary funds away from already
scaled-back social service programs. For example, programs that prevent HIV+ people from losing their homes and provide other life-saving
services are already facing severe cutbacks during the current recession as a bloated military budget is given precedence over everything else. Just this year
we've seen huge cutbacks at Horizons Community Services and the Howard Brown Health Center, while three AIDS service agencies collapsed into one in
order to save money, and the entire $2.5 million State of lllinois budget for AIDS minority outreach was wiped out. Even without war, looming budget deficits at
the city, state and federal levels will mean further attacks on our social services. Spending hundreds of billions, perhaps up to $2 trillion, on a war and
occupation of Iraq will probably obliterate many social programs, making the current round of budget cuts look paltry when compared to what comes later.

v" A new war on Iraq is immoral. Even without full-scale war, the devastating sanctions on Iraq have killed more than 1 million people in the past ten
years, most of them children who have starved to death or died of preventable diseases. When questioned by a reporter about the 500,000 Iraqi children dead
due to the sanctions, former US Ambassador to the United Nations Madeleine Albright said “It’'s a hard choice, but we think the price is worth it.”

The question is, “worth it” for what, and for whom? United States power over huge areas of the globe? Profits for a wealthy few guaranteed by
such power over the world’s resources?

Most of the world’s peoples overwhelmingly oppose Bush’s war, even if some of their leaders can be bribed or coerced by US military and
economic might into supporting it. Opposed by the vast majority, yet promoted by wealthy and powerful elites here and abroad, a new war would be profoundly
undemocratic, and would surely fuel more outrage and probable retaliation against the American people.

A generation ago, Martin Luther King, Jr.’s early opposition to the Vietham War brought on him the scorn of many. But opposing
the war was the right thing to do. King realized that his choice was to support his community by winning desperately needed anti-
poverty programs at home, or support the U.S. war in Vietnam. The more he examined the U.S. war to dominate Southeast Asia,
the more he saw that the war was immoral in its own right. King saw a war fought to extend U.S. power in the world at the expense
not only of the Viethamese, but of most Americans.

Today, we in the LGBT community have a similar obligation to support our community, and other communities at home and abroad,
by opposing Bush’s war on Iraq. The combined voices and actions of many people around the globe was the power that stopped
the immoral Vietham War. That is why we, the undersigned, urge you today to support the struggle against an immoral war on Iraq.

Ali Abunimah, Arab American Action Network* Tina Fakhrid-Deen, Chicago Coordinator, Children Of  Valerie Iglar-Mobley, Bi Chicago* Greg Sanchez
Kristen Ashford Lesbians And Gays Everywhere (COLAGE)* David Jablonowki & John Peller W. Robert Schultz, Ill, Co-Chair, Chicago Black
Julien Ball Mel Ferrand, Treasurer, Chicagoland Pride At Work* Janine Kelley Lesbians and Gays*
Tina Beacock, Chairperson, Gay & Lesbian Issues Patrick Finnessy Eric Kobesak Ora Schub, National Lawyers Guild,* and Ann Folwell
Committee, Chicago Teachers Union* Pat & Roger Fraser Christina Kostoff, Coordinating Committee member, Stanford
Deborah Benford, past Social Justice Committee chair, ~ Scott Free Chicago Anti-Bashing Network Bob Schwartz, Coordinating Committee member,
Affinity* Hannah Frisch Oved Lopez-Zararias, Case Manager, CALOR* Chicago Anti-Bashing Network
Donna Blaha, PFLAG* Rick Garcia, Equality lllinois* State Representative Larry McKeon Matthew Sheils
Lori Cannon, Open Hand Chicago* Chris Geovanis, Hammerhard Media Works and David Meade Karen Stanczykiewicz
Robert Castillo and John Pennycuff Chicago Indy Media* volunteer Ellen Meyers, Equality lllinois* Michael Stanek, Progressive Logan Square*
Chicago Anti-Bashing Network Chris Giangreco, Loyola University Chicago* Amber K. Miller Miranda Stevens-Miller
Kevin Clark, Northwest Suburban SUSTAIN Darrell Gordon Joey Mogul, Queer to the Left Andy Thayer, co-founder, Chicago Anti-Bashing
Rev. Alma Crawford & Rev. Karen Hutt, co-pastors, Thomas Goree Jacob Mueller Network
Church of the Open Door Debbie Gould, Queer to the Left Ifti Nasim, Co-founder, Sangat Chicago Three Dollar Bill
Gregory Dell, Pastor, Broadway United Methodist Art Gursch Jo Ann Patterson, Aaron Patterson Defense Committee Lisa Tonna, Director of Advocacy and Legislative
Church Michael Harrington, candidate for 49th Ward Alderman ~ Cydne Perhats Affairs, Horizons Community Services*
Su Docekal, LGBT Coordinator, Freedom Socialist Graham Herrick RoiAnn Phillips Scott Tucker, Editor of Open Letter Online
Party Tony Hintze Jim Pickett, AIDS activist and advocate Filtod Walker
Jeff Edwards, Queer fo the Left Janine L. Hoft Prairie Fire Organizing Committee
Benjamin Iglar-Mobley, Bi Chicago* Queer to the Left

*Organization listed for identification purposes only

To find out how you can get involved in the anti-war movement, please call 888.471.0874 or e-mail CABNstopthehate@aol.com



